NOTICE OF DECISION UNDER REGULATION 32 
FILM POSTERS 

VIDEO SLICK 


TO: The Film and Video Labelling Body Inc. 

PO Box 2627 
Ponsonby 
Auckland 


Pursuant to regulation 32 of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Regulations 1994 the film 
poster entitled: 

Barby's on Butt Row 

is Not Approved. 


if approval refused, the reasons for the decision: 

The video slick entitled Barby’s on Butt Row is: 

Not approved. 

The slick consists of a barrage of photographs explicitly depicting sexual activity and female 
nudity. These photographs are frequently accompanied by sexually explicit captions. 

The slick degrades, dehumanises and demeans the women to a significant extent and degree in a 
manner designed to sexually titillate and arouse the viewer. Most of the photographs have an 
intense focus on women’s body parts, and show women having sexual activities done to them. As 
such, the effect of the high number and focus of the photographs is that women are put on display 
as sexually available to anyone. The captions and the title reinforce this strong degrading effect by 
using coarse language to present women as sex parts. Although the images are small, the overall 
degrading and dehumanising and demeaning effect of the slick, particularly on the front cover, has 
an intense impact such that the slick’s availability is considered likely to be injurious to the public 
good. 

Consideration has been given to the provisions of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (the 
NZBR Act). Flowever, given the strength of the degrading, dehumanising and demeaning 
elements of the slick’s photographs and text, the slick would be likely to be found objectionable if it 
were submitted under si 3(1) of the Films,Videos, and Publications Classifications Act 1993. The 
likely injury to the public good is considered to outweigh the rights and freedoms set out in si 4 of 
the NZBR Act. 


Date: 15 September 1997 


For the Classification Office (signed): 
OFLCRef: 9700628 
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